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SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICA AT 30TH UNGA - CONVERSATION WITH 
AMB. THORN 

1. AMBASSADOR MOYNIHAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSELOR GARMENT 
AND MISOFF CALLED ON GA PRESIDENT-DESIGNATE THORN 

15 SEPTEMBER. 

2. AFTER AN EXCHANGE OF PLEASANTRIES WE ASKED HOW THORN 
ENVISIONED HANDLING QUESTION OF SOUTH AFRICA. HE SAID 

HE INTENDED TO RULE OUT OF ORDER ANY EFFORT TO UNSEAT 
SOUTH AFRICA BASED ON THE 1974 BOUTEFLIKA RULING. IF 
THERE IS A CHALLENGE TO SOUTH AFRICAN PARTICIPATION, HE 
WILL INSIST THAT PROPER PROCEDURES BE FOLLOWED; HE 
CONSIDERS REFERENCE OF THE MATTER TO THE CREDENTIALS 
COMMITTEE TO BE IN ORDER. HE ASSURED US THAT IF THE 
CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE AGAIN RECOMMENDS THAT THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN CREDENTIALS BE REJECTED AND THE PLENARY CONFIRMS, 

HE WILL NEVERTHELESS RULE AS WE WOULD EXPECT, I.E. IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE CHARTER. HE SAID HE EXPECTS THAT HIS 
RULING WILL BE OVERTURNED BY THE ASSEMBLY. 
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3. THORN SAID HE HAD HEARD AT LUNCH THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD 
NOT DECIDED CONCLUSIVELY TO ATTEND THE SESSION BUT THAT 
CURRENT SOUTH AFRICAN THINKING IS IN ANY EVENT THAT THEY 
WOULD NOT TAKE A SEAT BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF THE GENERAL 
DEBATE SEPTEMBER 22. 

4. THORN SAID THE ONE THING HE DOES NOT WANT TO HAVE 
HAPPEN WOULD BE FOR THE SOUTH AFRICANS TO WALK INTO THE 
ASSEMBLY THE MINUTE HE, THORN, ASSUMES THE PRESIDENCY 
ON SEPTEMBER 16. THIS WOULD CONVEY THE IMPRESSION THAT 
HE, AS A EUROPEAN, WAS EXPTECTED TO SUPPORT THEM. HE ASKED 
AMBASSADOR MOYNIHAN TO CONVEY THIS MESSAGE TO THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN DELEGATION AND AMB. MOYNIHAN AGREED TO DO SO. 

5. MOYNIHAN CALLED BOTHA IN WASHINGTON TO SAY WE WERE JUST 
CHECKING, HAVING HEARD THAT THEY DID NOT PLAN TO MAKE AN 
APPEARANCE UNTIL NEXT MONDAY. BOTHA SAID THAT HAD BEEN 
THEIR PLAN, BUT IT HAD CHANGED. HE ASKED TO TALK WITH ME 
"PERSONALLY". IT WAS AGREED HE WOULD BE IN TOUCH HERE IN 
NEW YORK FIRST THING IN THE MORNING. 

MOYNIHAN 
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